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OSU Museum of Art celebrates artist J. Jay McVicker, former OSU 

faculty member, in upcoming exhibition 
 

(STILLWATER, Okla., Sept. 10, 2018) — The OSU Museum of Art will feature the 

artistic innovations of Jesse Jay McVicker (1911-2004), former OSU faculty member, 

through “Centering Modernism: J.Jay McVicker and Postwar American Art” opening 

Sept. 25 with a reception on Sept. 27. 

A painter, printmaker and sculptor, McVicker earned a degree from OSU where he later 

was on faculty and served as chair of the Department of Art from 1959 to 1977. 

Throughout McVicker’s career, his works have been widely exhibited and can be found 

in major national and international museum and gallery collections. 

“‘Centering Modernism’ is a reminder that OSU has a long history of art making, with 

incredibly rich and innovative artists on the faculty,” said Louise Siddons, curator for the 

exhibition. “The story of Oklahoma’s role in American art history is often lost. This show 

of McVicker’s work starts to tell that story.” 

The exhibition highlights McVicker’s modernism, a representation of the contributions of 

Middle America to contemporary American culture. McVicker’s work draws inspiration 

from the local Oklahoma landscape, demonstrated through the experimental scope of 

paintings, prints, sculptures, sketches, photographs, drawings, contextual material and 

ephemera on view. 

 “Centering Modernism,” along with its related programming, focuses on community 

participation. Programming includes artist panel discussions and opportunities for 

community members to come together and share their personal knowledge of the artist. 



“I am hoping that this is a starting point for community members to join and tell the 

stories of Jesse Jay McVicker,” Siddons said. “I aspire to rescue and preserve the 

knowledge and memories of McVicker, as he was a strong and influential component to 

this community and postwar modernism as a whole.”  

“Centering Modernism: J. Jay McVicker and Postwar American Art” is on view at the 

OSU Museum of Art from Sept. 25 through Jan. 19, 2019. An opening reception 

celebrating the exhibition is scheduled for Sept. 27 from 5 to 7 p.m. All events are free 

and open to the public. Learn more at museum.okstate.edu. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the OSU Museum of Art 
For more information about the OSU Museum of Art, visit museum.okstate.edu or call 405-744-2780. The 
museum is located at 720 S. Husband Street in downtown Stillwater. Hours: Tuesday through Saturday 
from 11 am to 4 pm. Hours are extended Wednesdays and Thursdays until 7 p.m. Admission is free, 
thanks to generous support from the OSU Museum of Art Advocates.  

Oklahoma State University is a modern land-grant university that prepares students for success. OSU is 
America’s Brightest Orange. Through leadership and service, OSU is preparing students for a bright 
future and building a brighter world for all.  As Oklahoma’s only university with a statewide presence, 
OSU improves the lives of people in Oklahoma, the nation, and the world through integrated, high-
quality teaching, research, and outreach. As America’s Healthiest Campus, OSU is committed to the 
health and well-being of its students, employees and the community. OSU has more 
than 36,000 students across its five-campus system and more than 25,000 on its combined Stillwater and 
Tulsa campuses, with students from all 50 states and around 120 nations. Established in 1890, OSU has 
graduated around 255,000 students to serve the state of Oklahoma, the nation and the world.  
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